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Xu Yue 24X

NESKLADIJE

Vzel sem svojo hiSico v obliki spirale
ime in poslanstvo ki sta se spremenila
ze na poti od drevesa do drevesa

od zidu do sence drugega zidu.

S svojo mehkobo sem zgladil nemirno preteklost

se pretresen, z vsemi mo¢mi Se kar skusal vzpeti

ob meni pa drobna smrt, zatipal sem njen beli prst
tezka, sopihajoca soncava me je prekucnila na hrbet

me naredila lepljivega kakor vedno.

Vrnil sem se k hiSici kjer je zaspala moja zmedenost
na zacetek, spet sem se vrnil k Neskladju
ki je utrdilo Cas:

moje telo, bel vrtinec mojega poslanstva in svobode.

1z angles¢ine in v sodelovanju

z avtorjem prevedel GaSper Malej

TARP
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PRELUDIJ

Za vsakega ponosnega Cezarja
bi morali poiskati nov Rim:
mlad obraz Kleopatre

ki zre lepoto in moske.

Vsako leto (kadar prekipeva smrt)

viharniki prilete septembra z neznanim orozjem v kljunih
zajadrajo v grobnice kjer ve¢no spijo faraoni
ko smo budni, zaprtih o¢i — s svojimi telesi zremo

kako sije temni ¢ebelnjak usode.

Vecnost: to ime v pljucih verzov ki se vsako leto
okoplje v snezno belem dihanju biserov
mi pa na palubah kot pesek ki ni spolzel v skoljke

jecé odzvanjamo med ozvezdji in trpkim potenjem morja.

Ko se premec usloci in apeninski polotok odpluje proti jugu
prezrimo srp rastoce lune, bojne trojambornice — pocakajmo
na najtisji glas ki bo trajal v nasem casu

da prevali neznansko breme noc¢i z nasih mreznic.

Kajti usoda ni ni¢ drugega kakor zareca

¢eckarija let ki jih ¢utimo na lobanjah; in srca

HIFSLIE
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vsakokrat tako kot komaj rojene zverinice rjovijo

s sanjami, grizejo zuzke nocnega neba z mle¢nimi zobmi.

Tisina mece senco na bel papir da se nenehno slisi
to neumorno bitje srca v prsih — dokler Beseda
ki je blizja zvezdam (¢etudi manj plemenita)

ne zagori v vosceni septembrski sli.

Ljubezen bo preprecila da se najini objeti speci telesi
polastita drugo drugega: in ko bo ta Beseda pritisnila
na trepalnice smrti kakor prst strelca se bova zbudila

in Stela valove ki se ob zglavju postelje obarvajo v ¢rno.

Ne zmeni se za prerokbo temnih oblakov —
pocakajva da zagori apnena zora
da neimenljivi vihar preplavi sonce

a morje Se ¢aka da se razlije ¢ez rob pomola.
Kajti (kadarkoli prebiram tvoje ustnice)

za vsak sanjani Rim moramo najti
tistega Cezarja; tisto besedo; tisti zarek
plemenite luci ki kakor Nil hrumi

skozi mlado Kleopatrino srce.

1z anglescine in v sodelovanju

z avtorjem prevedel Gasper Malej

ARG
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Hu Xudong #f 4: 4
VSE ZIVLJENIJE POD KRINKO

Nisem edini, ki je posumil,

da si skrivnostno bitje z drugega planeta.

V levem usesu imas violino iz daljnih vesolij

in sredi hrupne podzemske

igra$ na strune spokojnih meglic.

Na tvoji mreznici je cudna visokotehnoloska priprava,
ki zmeraj lahko odkrije kaksen reklamni letak,
padajo¢ skozi atmosfero na ulice.

Celo tista tols¢a v tvojem telesu,

speca pod perjem koze, je sumljivo lepa.

Vedno me skrbi, da bos nekega dne odprhutala,

s krili iz krompirjevega Cipsa, nazaj na svoj planet
in me pustila samega tukaj,

kjer bom poskusal desifrirati tvoj vesoljski dnevnik,
zapisan v kapljici vode, v snezinki.

K sreci sem si danes zjutraj, medtem ko si kuhala,
na skrivaj potegnil anteno poezije iz zatilja

in ujel radijske valove s tvojega planeta.

Prijeten glas iz druge dimenzije

HIFSLIE
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je posiljal ukaz Zolni na bukvi,
ki raste pet metrov od naSega balkona:
,»Naj bo vse zivljenje pod krinko

ob njem, nikoli je ne smete prebuditi!*

1z angles¢ine in v sodelovanju

z avtorjem prevedel Gasper Malej

KOBILICE

Hoditi. Obupano hoditi.

Zdi se, da v razbeljenem soncu

ogromen jesenski tiger*, ki nosi psevdonim boga,
ves ¢as rjovi nad mojo glavo.

Se vet jesenskih tigrov se skriva v motorjih
nestetih avtomobilov na cesti za mano,

njihova neznosna bencinska grla

glasno hrumijo in me oStevajo,

saj sem edino bitje, ki v telesu nima bencina.
Uzivam kot kaksen prestopnik,

ko z tezkim nahrbtnikom stopam ob avtocesti,
ker med dvema nakupovalnima centroma

ni nobene avtobusne povezave.

Niti slucajno nisem videti kot nakupovalec,

ki izbira spodnje perilo za svojo Zeno na Kitajskem,
delujem prej kot sumljiv tip s cudno barvo koze,

ki tovori zastrupljeno mleko v prahu, bombe, komunizem.

ARG
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Na vsem lepem so moji koraki v obcestni travi
zdramili neka druga ziva bitja, ki v telesu

nimajo bencina: skupino nadleznih kobilic.

V tej brezmejni dezeli zivijo svoje malo Zivljenje.
Najboljse folk glasbenice so.

Ko podrgnejo noge ob krila, me njihov zvok
ponese iz severnoameriske prerije

nazaj na domaca rizeva polja v SeCuanu.

Dajte, kobilice, Se preden mi bodo

potne srage zacele kapljati na tla,

uspavajte s svojimi glaski vse jesenske tigre.

*Kitajsko ime za ,,indijansko poletje®, jesensko vrocino, ki je hujsa

od poletne. (Op. prev.)

1z angles¢ine in v sodelovanju z avtorjem prevedel Gasper Malej
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Grbasti kit (Humpback Whale)

Dva ogromna oblaka z neba visita

nad gladino oceana

in v tej razpoki majhen ribiski coln —

z nekaj krmarjenja razsiri krila,

svigne na odprto

lovit galebe

in zarise nov obris obale.

Po cesti se v spirali vzpenjamo v hrib

in ocean postaja vse vecji.

Ko se priblizamo vrhu, moja slabotna ocesna mreznica
ne more objeti oceana, ki je videti tezak in mrk

kot moji ostareli predniki. Zaprem oci.

V avtomobilu klimatska naprava izpihuje

klavirske prste hladnega zraka, ki igrajo po mojih rokah
v ponavljajocih se nevidnih valovih.

Pod mojo kozo se podi velika jata grbastih kitov,
dvigujejo svoje glave, bruhajo

mi slovo, svecano kot je tradicionalna pisava otoka.

Tajvan, 2010

ARG

Jv.
70 | Poetry Eaat Weat



Kadilo v loncenem colnicku (Paper-boat Incense)
(v spomin Ma Huaju in Ma Yan')

Pred dvema letoma sem nasel papirnato ladjico s kadilom
v vasi Er Kan,

zahodno od jezera Pend na otoku XiYu na Tajvanu,
ampak vidva sta takrat ze

odsla —

eden na nebo gradit snezne gore iz belih oblakov,

drugi lovit vrtince prahu

v globini noci.

Oba sta dalec stran, dalec tam zgoraj

z mandarinskimi krili.

Vajino popotovanja

postaja dolga pesem, svetlobno leto dolga.
Zvezde vaju berejo.

Morda se obiskujeta in iz svojih kril jemljeta
dragoceni cas,

in ga prepuscata drugim. Ce se tam zgoraj

lahko zares srecujeta, si morda lahko delita to, kako vaju

1.Ma Ha in Ma Yan sta dva izmed najbolj priljubljenih pesnikov v sodobni Kitajski.
Oba sta nedolgo tega zelo mlada umrla. Ma je dokaj pogost priimek na Kitajskem,

med seboj nista bila v nikakrsnem sorodstvu.
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pogresamo
tukaj spodaj — pogresamo vaju

kot spomin, ki ne ve, kako bi prenesel samega sebe.

Nebo je danes odprto modro
za vaju,
srkata vino, se rezita

in nebo se razcveta — v svojih lastnih daljavah.

Naj vama prizgem kadilo,

lonceno barcico s kadilom,

naj gori,

izgoreva z dvema plamenoma svetlobe.
Nobenih rek ni ali oceanov tam visoko zgoraj,
ampak vendarle,

naj se vajini mladi telesi napneta kot jadra polna modrosti.
Zdaj opazim besede natisnjene na lonceni barcici,

»Hrabri ne odidejo.«

In to je natancno to, kar sem hotel povedati.

Ce le ne bi odsla, ce le ne bi odsla ...

2012

Translated by Tone Skrjanec with the author

TR
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Ming Di Bf i1
STRAUSS

Naj bo lu¢, tako da lahko odletijo stran.

Naj bo lu¢ bles¢eca, tako da lahko najdejo pot ven.
Toda ko odprem vrata, se Se zmeraj stiskajo v templju,
v temno gmoto. Kot ljudje

lahko imajo tudi oni le enega potomca naenkrat, a zakaj toliko?
Toliko netopirjev, nagnetenih skupaj, tezko je reci,
kdo je sorodnik, kdo zakleti sovrag. Ko letijo,

so glasni, zelo glasni, glasnejsi od nas. A zdaj so tiho,
skrivajo glavo pod krili,

kot v molitvi. Verjetno je veliki vodja

pravkar umrl. Ko so tiho, me gane.

Grem k njim, da bi se jim pridruzila --

sesalci smo, zakaj torej strah?

Moja rumena srajca se odbija od ¢rne gmote,

razprem roke in razkrijem totem na svojih prsih,

totem svojih prednikov, bolj mogocen kot njihovi strasni obrazi.

Nihée se mi ne upa priblizati.
Stojim sama, blizu vrat, blizu lu¢i,

vsako sekundo pripravljena na odskok.

HIFSLIE
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MED TU IN TAM

Takrat ko Se nisi imel potnega lista, si zivel v planinah

in vzgajal zelenjavo iz semen, ki si ji prinesel iz svoje dezele.
Tvoja najljubsa je bila majhna temno zelena bokcoj, tako majhna,
da je nisi mogel najti v nobenem supermarketu tu. Okus

je bil pravi, Ceprav si potreboval ure, da si izmil z njih blato.

Takrat, ko nisi imel seksa, si si poveznil na glavo klobuke
razliénih vrst, son¢na ocala z razli¢nimi stekli, in odSel

v swing klube, mirno si si nalival ¢aj in opazoval vrvez tujcev.
Ko si videl podeZelana s svetlo pobarvanimi lasmi,

si z gnusom odkorakal ven.

Tri dni nisi ni¢ jedel, potem si pozabil na vse skupa;.
Zacasno si celo oslepel, a takrat si videl Se bolje,

tvoje oci Zarometi, tvoje noge so brzele po cestah.
Kasneje si dobil modri potni list in bi lahko Sel kamorkoli,

a kamor koli gres, i8¢es kitajsko hrano -

vodno Spinaco, svileno bucko, grenko melono in por.
,»Hej, to je Los Angeles, ne rastejo tukaj!*

Meso je vsepovsod enako, le zelenjava ima osebnost.
Pogresas domovino, zato i$ces jedi iz otroStva,

Ceprav se ne bi vrnila k Rumeni reki ...

TR
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tvoja Itaka je na drugi obali, zmeraj pred tabo,

tudi ¢e preckas reko. Naucis se ceniti papajo,

avokado, fige in borovnice. Ponoc¢i sedis$ v divjini na planinah,
gledas ozvezdja, za katera ne potrebujes potnega lista. Izberes si
zvezde,

ki so ti vSe€, nareze$ jih na koscke ali rezine in si pripravi§ hladno

solato.

Translated by Barbara Korun
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Xi Chuan # )|

Pesem o kotu (Song of the corner)

V kot sem stisnil ptico

Hocem, da me nauci vescino letenja

Ona zavresci »Usmili se me, gospodar!« in si sname krila

Potem se zazene, da bi se osvobodila, svoje kremplje stegne proti

posvetni cesti

Starca sem stisnil v kot

Hocem, da prizna, da sem starejsi od njega

Izvlece denarnico in moleduje, »Usmili se me, moj gospodar!«

In med mojim omahovanjem, mi strga zlato verizico z vratu in

pobegne

Dekle sem stisnil v kot

Hocem, da zapoje hvalo rajskim uzitkom

Trepetajoca si odpenja gumbe in rece, »Usmili se me, moj
gospodar!«

Potem se spremeni v 200 vatno zarnico, ki me obsije s svojo svetlobo

Medveda sem stisnil v kot

ARG
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Hocem, da me pohrusta
Odpre svoje krvavo zrelo, da izdavi »Usmili se me, moj gospodar!«

Pobijem ga do smrti in pozrem v mesecini

Translated by Tone Skrjanec with the author
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Translation Relay
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7 Xiao Xiao AfAHEE %

I See This Heart of Mine

This night at three o’clock I see
How it is with this heart of mine
In pieces, a cherry dripping blood

In the tiger’s teeth of a fall heat wave

It leans with beleaguered shoulders
On a cane of resignation

With teeth grimly clenched
Pressing forward bit by bit

No longer when torn apart
Does it writhe in pain
Or bleed unceasingly

Now it curls up in sorrow

Yes, this heart steeped in bitter water
Begins to recover the sweetness

Of spring, summer, fall, winter

#3847 9%
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Like a placid pool, never begrudging the seasons

Once this heart passes fully through
The empty gate of flesh and beyond
All ruses and betrayals will be drained of consequence

Farewell will be said—in passing

All blackness of human life
Is no more than a color
I see this heart, seeking warmth on snowy ground

Turned receptive, like a sheet of rice paper

Tr. by Denis Mair

ARG
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X 90# Wang Mingyun HFH3E 1%

This Day

In a year of terrible drought

I hold a bead of dew in my bosom
Honor the clear pupils of a child” s eye---
My twisted wrinkled heart

As young now as a fuzzy peach

[t is June

Across the blooming land

I trudge along the veins of a leaf
Drawing close to a flower, drawing close
To fruits and beetles that infest them

I dare not keep going forward

Three meters away is the abyss

Birds in a flock skim by squawking

Like wraiths not yet dispelled

I want to stay in this June day

To be together with children---

Tr. by Denis Mair
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¥S+32 Denis Mair 7% 15
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Bilingual Poems
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"‘]‘%:‘» Chun Ye

A3 R E (Tt ) (Tupelo Press, 2014 ), { /K L3847 ) ( Bitter
Oleander Press,2005) , ¥ & vt (& Eabemt) ( AR L
HRAE 2011) , BikidE (T £F: #FiFkiE) (Tupelo
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The moon a leaf-boat
already belongs to the far

The heart on the windowsill
tells itself it loves

the ink-tree

that thinks of no vines

no I’ll forget

and loves the five ink-birds that pulse away

leaving clouds of peach flowers
How long does it take to rise
from the mat woven

of roads and hunger

how long to travel the length of

ARG
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understand understand

And the harbor comes tiding

from heart to toe-tips
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Behind me is a scene not to be reassembled—

a few lightbulbs,
a few eyes diluted by light,

a few hands gesturing at the sky
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and feet maybe pale and damp as mine.
A dog barks

as if its heart is being tossed out bit by bit.

Fog flies by, cold feathers, lifting me up.

The stone road crowded with gold snakes and spiders.
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Today they cut the tree in front of my window

you, so gentle, i’ve wanted

to move my hand along you.

your birds grow bigger,

sit on my windowsill.
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we will lament together:

stars pass through you.
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When I can’t sleep, the top of my head

sinks until it holds rain.

My window teaches me

to breathe slowly:

You leave two rows of pauses

wherever you go.
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My window falls and rises

like the water within my body.
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Those landscapes never wait, they sit in their shadows.
My window sits, a clear heart,
exchanging frost for frost, promise for promise

with what’s cooling, blossoming in the wind:

Once I knew a map which was empty.

Only at night, the roads emerged.

Destinations tingling: dew on a leaf.

TARP
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Smallest moon, fingertip,
two curves—

one floats on everything becoming tender,

one a breath leaving,

taking nothing, not even a murmur.

RiEF | 95



Jami Proctor-Xu & D‘i #

Jami Proctor-Xu ( # 4% ) , poet and translator, grew up in Tucson,
Arizona and currently splits her time between Beijing and Northern
California. She writes in Chinese and English, and frequently reads
at poetry festivals in China. Her poems, essays, and translations have
appeared in journals in the U.S. and China such as Chinese Literature
Today, Squaw Valley Review, Left Curve, Qinghai Lake International
Poetry Festival Special Issue, Du Shi, Yi Shi, and Xibu Xin Wenxue.
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Xinjiang Songs (Selections)

deserts

between the sonora and the garbantunggut, a girl walks fifteen years

her palms burned by the death of her mother

her dress torn from barbed wire strings

she carries nothing but the syllables trapped in her spine

syllables from languages she cannot yet speak

vultures fly forth from the 28th sun
feathers and sticks get matted in her wheat-gold curls

each of her vertebra aches

a woman with moonlit hair sits knitting at may's gray window
she sees the vultures circle close to the girl
she knits sounds with a silent needle:
sonora, garbantunggut, pacific
sonora, garbuntunggut, pacific

jiang, jiang

she knits as she watches the girl walking

BAEF
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sonora

before a winter with no snow, a western diamondback sheds the fifth
skin
the girl walks to the place he's left it between two ocotillo
she kneels down lifts the shed skin into her palm
in its keeled scales  a moonlight sonata
she counts the rings on its tail

the syllables in her spine rattle

he wanted to die when he could no longer hear himself play

his own music

she carries nothing but syllables in her spine from languages

she cannot yet speak

instead he kept composing

a westward winds translates itself through the keeled scales of a shed

skin

she lightly presses the snake's skin against her forehead

TR
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4

a line of brown diamonds 4 hangs from a sonoran sun

a tail rattles

she closes her eyes and forgets her name

garbantunggut

desert songs in different languages dance you onto a winter moon

syllables fall from your spine, each becoming its own star

some crash into each other, becoming star clusters

a woman traces lines between them onto the frozen ground

when the ice melts in spring, sounds will fall into each line

they'll become your poem, or they'll blow from this desert to another
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Shimmers
I want to remember every strand of your hair
the surprise of its thinness when I take it
into my hands as a whole

suddenly aware you will die someday

You will tell me it doesn’t matter
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We shed thoughts like falling leaves, you will say
and I will separate individual black
strands  resting on your cheek-
bones as if picking apart
words will give me poems

you promised  but never sent

One tree has so many autumns
How can you crumble yellow crumble

brittle inside one  same-year

Torn pages still hold words

Your hair still in my hands,
fingers mark paths of holding:
to grasp  to setaside to bear

to contain to believe Wait,
your not yet deceased dead voice sings,
to sustain
a note sings itself through eleven winters

crescendos as your tongue pushing my lips open

crescendos as a tongue pushes lips open
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Shanxi, October

A man paints a hill on card paper with a brush, children’s
watercolors, and a pencil

With one line he makes us see the hill from a certain angle
When we look from that angle, the sunlight he hasn’t painted

becomes visible

On the bus to Taihang Mountain, the landscape moves past us as
different speeds

Corn stalks turn plain hills into exclamations
Sunlight on dried cornstalks makes them shine as if they’re wet  In
all this dust
it is the effect of the energy that heats and dries that makes what is

solid look like water

Then we drive past stone hills,
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arrive at a river

I have to walk into the water when I see it
I’ve been this way since I was small
I didn’t know this time I would walk into someone else’s poem:
If the waters run clear,
I can wash my infant
If the waters run muddy,

I can wash my feet

I stand in the river, only hearing the water
I can’t hear the debate among two poets on the riverbank

discussing which waters I’'m washing my feet in

Before and after the sound of water are songs
Li Dussinging and all the other poets joining along

the same way a poet steps into a 1500 year old poem
We pass through shades of muted yellows
* The lines quoted are from Qu Yuan

* Li Du is a Shanxi poet. The Li in his name is the same as Li Bai’s.

The Du is the same as Du Fu’s.

TR
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Héléne Cardona
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Héléne Cardona’s most recent book is Dreaming My Animal Selves
(Salmon Poetry, 2013). She taught at Hamilton College and Loyola
Marymount University, translated for the Canadian Embassy and
NEA, received a Master’s in American Literature from the Sorbonne
and fellowships from the Goethe-Institut and the Universidad

Internacional de Andalucia.
From the Heart with Grace
Wind, who yearns to be savored, offers
me three cups overflowing

with eternity, daemon of insight.

The opportune encounter enraptures quintessential
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distress, ruffles estranged quietude,

kindles a jeu d'esprit, gliickliche Reise,

propels the fervent fragrance

of heliotrope, hyacinth and honeysuckle.

The tremulous hibiscus taunts me to warm climates,
reminds me I remain a thistle, resilient,

rooted in Mediterranean Celtic fringe.

Do you remember a language older

than time, when a shiver down my mother's
spine was worth a thousand words

and the melancholy in my father's eyes,
reflecting Lake Geneva, was indecipherable?
There unbeknownst to me

in a world inhabited by swans,

I too swim in concentric circles

to find the resonance of my core

and discover that in dreaming

lies the healing of earth. In dreaming

we travel to a place where all is forgiven.

In dreaming is the Divine created.

And the great Oneness whispers ex-voto,
I am centaur by any other name,

I am griffin by any other name,

I am mermaid by any other name,

my raison d'étre insubstantial, chameleon,

TR
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excavated like a talisman from wreckage,
resplendent fresco catapulted

beyond whimsical metamorphic frontiers.

Du ceeur avec grace

Le Vent révant d’étre dégusté

m’offre trois coupes regorgeant

d’éternité, vision éclatante.

L’opportune rencontre réenchante la désolation

de I’absolu, bouscule le calme glacial,

engendre un jeu d’esprit, gliickliche Reise,

propulse les fervents parfums

de I’héliotrope, de la jacinthe et du chévrefeuille.
L’hibiscus persifleur me fait chavirer vers les climats
ensoleillés, me rappelle que je demeure chardon,

enracinée et cousue a la frange celte et méditerranéenne.

Te rappelles-tu une langue plus ancienne

que le temps, lorsqu’un frisson parcourant I’épine
dorsale de ma meére valait plus que mille mots

et la mélancolie du regard de mon pére,

reflétant le Lac Léman, était indéchiffrable?

La, a mon insu, dans un monde

peuplé de cygnes,

je nage a mon tour en cercles concentriques

BAEF
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afin d’entendre 1’écho de mon ame

et de découvrir qu’au coeur méme du songe
réside la guérison de la terre. Nous explorons
dans le songe I’espace ou tout est pardonné.

Au sein du songe est créé le divin.

Alors I’Unité divine soupire ex-voto,
je suis centaure par tout autre nom,

je suis griffon par tout autre nom,

je suis siréne par tout autre nom,

ma raison d’étre chimérique, caméléon,
excavée des naufrages tel un talisman,
resplendissante fresque catapultée

au-dela de fantasques frontiéres métaphoriques.

Notes From Last Night

to John, in memory of his father

One can distinguish Van Gogh from Chagall,
that state of in-betweenness

where even objects seem alive,

to do with light and looking pure.

Because of all this light, I'm partially blind.
It doesn't matter whose ghost you see

as long as you see one.

Two darknesses together across the shape

TARP
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of face, warmth comes forward, cool retreats.
I just experience.

Talk about faith I don't believe,

experience is cellular.

In our normal state we're not able to perceive,
that's why I think the dead know.

I had never seen before the beauty

of it, everything has to do with light.

Every ghost proof of the afterlife,

any ghost.

Notes d’hier soir
pour John, en souvenir de son pére

On peut distinguer Van Gogh de Chagall,
cet état d’intervalle

ou méme les objets semblent vivants,

qui traite de lumiére et pureté.

A cause de toute cette lumiére je suis presque aveugle.
Peu importe le fantome que tu vois

du moment que tu en vois un.

Deux pénombres liées a travers un visage,
la chaleur avance, le froid se retire.

Jen fais juste I’expérience.

Parle de foi a laquelle je ne crois,
I’expérience est cellulaire.

Dans notre état normal nous ne pouvons percevoir,
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c¢’est pourquoi je pense que les morts savent.
Je n’avais jamais auparavant vu telle beauté,
tout est li¢ a la lumieére.

Chaque fantdme preuve de I’aprés vie,

n’importe quel fantome.

From Dreaming My Animal Selves: Le Songe de mes Ames

Animales (Salmon Poetry, 2013)
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Michael Gray
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Central California: Winter Song

Fog shrouds the valley,
Fresno traffic circling around
like layers still fluttering.
Drivers intensely make a row,
streams of vehicles jammed.
The air’s left out in the sun.
I’m waiting for people’s comings and goings,

for the vault of heaven to expose itself.
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Spokane, Late March

It’s midnight, the best time
for recycling. Behind the house,

a cat returns to empty bottles

& its pile of news. It wants to sit

& stare at the moon. It wants

to eat those mosquitoes hovering

like rebounds. It wants to jump

like Sacre or Stockton

in that game’s final seconds.

The cat’s small mouth

can’t catch anything. I’
let it poke garbage sacks,

lick any sticky bin, let it

sniff for our missed free throws.

Michael Gray is an MFA candidate at California State University-

TRP
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Fresno and an editorial intern for The Normal School. He studied

Chinese and speaks some Cantonese.
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Chinese Poets
in English Translation

XA



Huang Bin ¥ 3%,

Poet and journalist from Hubei Province of central China, Huang
Bin writes in a neo-realism style with a classical touch that echoes
his precedent poets in that region from the ancient time. Selected
Poems of Huang Bin was published by Changjiang Literature &
Art Publishing House in 2010 in the noted 21st Century Poetry
Series, which received more positive reviews than any other poetry

collections in that year.

Ode to Shennongjia Firs

In the whiteness of early February, fog spreads

around the snow dictatorship of Shennongjia mountains. Along the
shady streams are firs of forty meters high,

each a green body, beard and hair in white. Each tree stands alone,
far from the others in its own coldness and solitude

They look at each other

from a distance. They are all tall and straight,

looking down, and looking over the others.

Their leaves, thick and straight, look up in V shape lines.

In June, male and female cones will blossom,

and mature in October. But sometimes they are shy
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in showing their hearts, they wait two years to grow fruits.

What touches me most is how they die.

In Shennongjia, the firs live a hundred and eighty years

before they begin to die —

first they wither from the top, then move down in segments.

With a few years time they go over their life again,

from top to bottom.

When they reach their roots, they fall in a big roar

and in whole pieces. Each tree stays in its complete form,

lying down with a full body.Years later they will still look like trees
and this is the most

complete death of plants, perhaps. They possess

the art of dying. Snow or wind will not awake them again.

If you walk to them, you will feel like taking a wrong step —

you lose your feet in the tree-mud —the full bodies have turned into

soils, in the live shape of firs.

Translated by June Snow
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Yi Lai 75k

Born in 1976 in Zhijiang, Hubei Province, Yi Lai graduated from

Central China University with BS in Computer Science and PhD in

Comparative Literature and World Literature. Like Huang Bin, he

is a member of the Pictographic journal, an annual publication that

gathers a group of dynamic poets in Hubei. The name Pictographic

indicates a yearning to return to the old tradition as Chinese language

has evolved from pictographic writing. But Yi Lai’s poetry is anti-

tradition in nature. He adopts the classical rhetoric but questions

every aspect of it and thus challenges the usual perspective of life.

Darkroom

Habh, this sultry profession. In the darkroom

he becomes what he sees—

a peach, a butterfly, or a flying bird.

If he sees a garden he will feel rain

in his left eye while on his right knee

many little creatures rise from hibernation.

He never has doubt about his vision, as he trusts

the lenses that make judgment of life.
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He knows for sure that Spring is here—

there is bright light outside, and a dazzling young girl
in the park, or on a T-shaped platform.

(Here comes his fantasy.)

He knows she will take off her hat, then her scarf,
and will watch out for pollen or mosquitoes.

All this knowledge comes from the process of developing

and restoring things to their originals, or to “more than likely”,

like what we learn from books about optics.

In the tons and tons of films he even thinks that he owns
a whole pipeline of Spring.

But when he tries to finds his body—

all he sees is a small bit of darkness.

Translated by Ming Di
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Quan Zi ¥

Born in 1973 in Zhejiang Province, Quan Zi has published four

collections of poems and two books of essays. He is the chief editor

of Poetry Construction quarterly, a new but dynamic magazine

that has soon earned its reputation in China. His daytime job is at

Hangzhou airport. He meditates in his poetry and travels to ancient

China but mostly questions the morality of the current society.

Ancient Suspicion

When you get off the car, you will be greeted by a cup

of wine that you should dip in with your ring finger.

Then you should fillip up, to warship the heaven,

fillip down, to warship the earth, and last,

still with the ring finger, touch your own forehead

to warship your ancestors.

But you know the origin of this ritual?

It’s from the legend of Genghis Khan’s father. And

older than the legend was an ancient custom on the grassland.
All horsemen, when passing by a banquet of any herdsman,

known or unknown, would join in for a drink.
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They would greet the host and share their joys.

Genghis Khan’s father died precisely due to that custom.
He died from enemy’s poisoned wine.

Since then, the folks have invented a new ceremony.

They wear a silver ring on the finger.

When they warship the heaven, the earth, and the ancestors,
they observe the color change of the ring —

to avoid repeating the tragic fate of Khan’s father.

The tourist guide tells us about this grassland etiquette

on our journey to the Mongolia Prairie, and

I’m suddenly taken by a tremendous sadness — a blind trust

due to a beautiful reverence can degenerate to such a distrust.

Translated by June Snow
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Jiang Li JT &

Jiang Li (1978-), pen name of Lii Qunfeng, was born in Zhejiang
Province of eastern China. The memory of his father’s early death
haunts his poetry. He earned a master’s degree in philosophy from
Zhejiang University, and became an editor for Jiang Nan Magazine.
When his first poetry collection was published, he emerged as a
mature poet with unusual quality and he became chief editor of
Poetry Jiang Nan (Southern River) and a founding editor of Poetry
Construction in 2011 (both are influential in Central and Eastern
China).

Eternity

On a cold morning, I went to see my

father. In that white room,

he was wrapped in sheets, that’s it,

the only time, he asked me to remember, he said,
remember these faces—

nothing can keep them.

Yes. I have remembered.

In fact, my father said nothing.

TR
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He lay there, face covered by bed sheets. He died.
But for a long time he never disappeared.

He always commanded me: here, there,

in a tone unique of the dead,

he asked me to find immortality in things perishable
— the only thing immortal.

Am I awake? As if [ was not born from the womb
but from your death.

Well, listen to me, everything ends here.

For fourteen years, I've never caught the essence
of things, only emptiness

and emptiness in its various forms.

Translated by Ming Di and Katie Farris
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The Autonomous Journey of a Spanish Coin
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She danced smoothly, whirling south in grief in flamenco style,
her stance like a field . . .outside the window,

the wind spoke like a sharp whip,

its olive voice as crisp as peanut shells, cracking fate.

Ah! A Spanish coin, smaller than the Lanyang plain,

its blood thicker than history.

At the beginning, so serious, she stamped and stamped,

her left foot, then her right, like a platoon of soldiers and Catholics.
Her pleated flower skirt scattering stubborn seeds across the sky
to grow on metal faces until the steeping night finally matured,
and applause flooded this island, or the Iberian Peninsula,
which, as it happened, was weary of the damp and imprisoned.
She danced. As she turned, she knocked over my desk

in the stance of the floor of Chinese Corrections, a foreign land.
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A coin, having forgotten elections and exchange rates, embarked on a
trade journey.

Suddenly, recalling that gypsies and Jews once brewed fruit wine

in the late night, it tasted like elegy.

Andalusia and the local ideology were spirits, wine bottles

rocking like an island, an island on the outskirts of Madrid,

that held up the silence of a bright regime, how silent the cross,

how the island was once occupied so simply by forests, clouds, and
birds

until the thinly-chimed air froze the bees’ buzzing,

the moment it landed, a coin was born crying.

Far away, a clock kept by the Alhambra palace,

quaffed Kinmen wine in the garrulous night.
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So sentimental. Still obsessed with that dance in May,

Cervantes’ cafe, the guitar, the rich orange fragrance

from the foot of Guadalajara mountain, climbing into my window,
tipping a can of Taiwan Beer on the table, the bubbles are red and
white,

and black lips, like the lips of Moors and clowns, on this glass,

they surrounded a rising island, discussing politics and nudity,

or the Spanish Civil War, or the economical uses of subtropical wine.
In winter, the Earth once buried much lost sulfur and words.

This long journey, not to flee from fate, but going from one city to
another,

like the path taken by the coin, concentrating on listening to

the deciduous sounds of fallen leaves, walking towards certain dawn

or morning.
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A traveler is one’s own dictator.

She began shopping, collecting eyes, navels, oval languages.

Her feet hammered to create lights, brought back vagrancy and
birthmarks,

and returned to the restless ocean around an island.

A Spanish coin’s brittle-thin, netted pattern, lying quietly on a long
coastline,

ah, my whale-like island, tied up and tortured by the waves, fists as
tears.

A face creates a dream, when the Spanish coin falls away,

its echoes are solid, laid-back, but self-sufficient.

She whirled and danced around under a palm tree, tapping and
tapping,

and had forgotten if her waist carried a cross-sword or an aboriginal
blade.

Translated by Noéll Noelle /K « 1E/KIE
Edited by Neil Aitken
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Beast

I write on the blackboard the word “Beast” with its phonetic “shou,”
turn to face the elementary students, and begin to teach its meaning. I
spend the entire afternoon painstakingly teaching them, but they still

don't understand, and just keep staring at me, stressing me out.

The blackboard behind me is a dark green jungle, the white chalk
“beast” crouches on the blackboard, roaring at me. I pick up the
eraser to wipe it off, but the beast runs away into the jungle. I chase
after it, searching around until the white chalk debris completely

covers the entire podium.

I run out from the blackboard and stand on the podium, my clothes
torn by the beast with its claws, my nails bloodstained, and my ears
filled with the sound of insects. Looking down, I can't believe I have
turned into a furry four-legged vertebrate! I growl, “This is a beast!

This is a beast!”” All the students are frightened and burst into tears.

Translated by Noéll Noelle Z7K. 127K 15

Edited by Neil Aitken
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International Poets
in Chinese Translation
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YEH A

Astrid Alben’s poetry collection, Ai! Ai! Pianissimo was published in
2011 by Arc Publications. Alben has been described as a “a new and
original voice in English poetry, serious and uncompromising.” Her
poetry, essays and reviews are widely published, including the TLS

and Poetry Review.
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translator Chenxin Jiang, winner of The Susan Sontag Prize for
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Translated by Wang Tianai
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Translated by Fan Jinghua
From The Wandering Border (1987)
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