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Four Poems by Yan Jun
Translated by Glenn Stowell

MARCH JOURNAL

I’'m breaking off here handling the harbor and fish
shrimp

I’'m losing weight changing fast remembering

March I’m doling out myself again to love

O guilt-ridden love your kitchen knife
You’re finally forced to sell your head of white hair
You’re joining the spiritsleaving half a love letter

Say The world’s moving forward the beer finally finished
Say We’re born for this then come March
we drop dead like some shipwrecked stars

Sometimes turning chasing fish howling like recharging
batteries

The body is brief but it is enough

We revolve around ourselves until we hate each other

Everything going back to decay Big Green or Big Blue

Vastness stinging my bounded heart
O sweet air  wrapping around the future and shattered hearts
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FEBRUARY 14TH, GOING TO THE HOSPITAL WITH MY
FATHER

We ate breakfast swallowed medicine

fought against the polluted air

We woke early waited at the hospital
recognized the footsteps of the ear doctor

We were silent sitting beside each other
adding silence to the air

One day two days our hands behind our backs

standing on the meandering elevator

The scarfisnew  the ice and garbage are also new
We listen to each other until we can’t hear anything
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JANUARY 2ND

I thought I wanted to say a little something

I looked at the snow then went back to the desk again

Or maybe I counted money or maybe I did laundry
Crows flew in the suburbs  flew right by the front door

I waited quietly
like a hotpot in winter

And there won’t be any more cut-rate plane tickets
I waited to sacrifice myself then it was the new year
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APRIL 137, SUNNY AND WINDY, EATING SESAME CAKES
AND SALAD FOR LUNCH

We become what we eat
becoming sheep  peaches chicken feet occasionally hot

peppers

We ate at the same time Sometimes we didn’t eat
In the morning we ate the night  In the south we ate the

compass

Eating tears  eating up a country putting the leftovers in the
fridge
Sometimes we ate people Some people objected

We discovered medicine Sometimes it was poison
We got excitedand didn’t want to move as if we’d eaten turtles

We fell in love becoming part of each other
We became politics became chemistry We didn’t care

We will die  becoming time itself

One grain of rice  two grains of rice Inside the steam  we
forget

61



PEAHEE

IR

RiE—FLET —
(T RINMEEZRHT,
RZ, BRmETRE.
BT HE, ORI T B,
KET R FE . —&KIL,
— 5B DEHENTE
HRABE., —FAREE
1B 37k i 8 2 U Y i 1
—FAELFET —RERME
i RERETIL, BX 24
BERBERHME, TERHE
TEZehig, TR
AR Rk, €& L8
T ACH A LT R,
TR E - FEERER
MER—HZ#H. RET
RIEF CEP B E

BT JLELE. —REX,
BuFEF, FL

AR F 9. Wi T
EEXTREEEE.

62

R
Ny
&

HU Xudong
Translated by Glenn Stowell

THE RIVER BANK
in Chonggqing

I am holding a river and sleep through the night.

I forget how it is that we met:

in short, it flows down the bank,

freely down into the street, overflowing elevators,
coming to my room. A river,

its outline flowing and fat but

with a collarbone, a meandering stream

but all full of nimble fish—

the river stays in all day but

still cannot sleep at night, just now

holding it softly, while it hears my speech about
the ocean a thousand miles away, about the secular world
a thousand miles away. Very quickly it’s at hand,
every drop of water closes up the eyes,

in the brain every swimming fish becomes

as calm as the stars are. I forgot

I was holding its soft waves

sleeping through several generations. I wake up
pull open the window curtains to see

the gorgeous and meandering river

inside the sunshine flowing down with reciprocal love.
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ARPOADOR

I only wish to stay alone inside the poem, the poem

alone inside the sea, the sea alone inside the windy night.

After the night, sunshine dragging the light in the water toward
the sky,

the noisy crowd walks out from the expanse of sand to breathe.

After breathing for a bit the tiny crowd goes back to the noisy
sand,

and another day, the sun is dragged underwater by the horizon.
The sea swims out of the night, the poem swims out of the sea,

I swim out naked from the poem and into another poem.
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SRO JORGE

The stone heard about the stone, the waterfall washed the waterfall,
twenty something waterfalls cascade, the sun pours out as if
interjecting.

When the armadillo comes from its cave, the hills vast, the water
weary,

the water’s surface, graceful as youth, penetrates the heart with its
cold.

All of the canyon’s heat finally shifts inside the village.
Here, hundreds of hammocks, pot smoke floats off for thirty miles.
Bob, wearing Che Guevara clothes. Mario calls out to me,

asks me to go with him to light the bonfire on a black girl’s belly.
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POSO AZUL

Sister’s suspenders hold my heart, hold me,

pent up, careless, young, loving to go out at dawn.

My bare body climbs up the slick stone wall

to endure the waterfall’s smashing. The water has strength, I have

passion.

Under the waterfall a deep pool shockingly splits in half

and stretches toward the cave in the cliff. I throw a stone,
from the dark abyss of a Beijing-style vest’s suspenders.
Several hundred birds fly out to fight with me over sunscreen.
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BAY WOMAN

Moss stretches across her thin legs,

she comes into a raindrop from the right.
I’'m on the raindrop’s left

being swept into cigarettes by black clouds.
The coldfront of absorption slows time.

She steps on the flashing cotton inside

the raindrop, the old mountain neighborhood
in the soft skin, a rustling vein

wriggling together, from leather boots
toward the Tomb Cleaning Festival butt line:
in the raindrop’s magic mirror

I’ve only one second, a single second.

Drink up her damp body,

from that deer leg in the street.

Suddenly it flows backward to my lungs,

the vast white field blossoms into a sea of ginger lilies.

About translator: Glenn Stowell grew up in Massachusetts and attended
college in Connecticut. His own poems were published in the Tulane
Review and the Claremont Review. He was named the Head Translator and
Editor by Vagabond Press (Sydney and Tokyo) on a book of Yan Jun’s
poems. You Jump to Another Dream was published in October of 2012. He

now lives in New York City and works at Goldman Sachs.
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Five Poems by Zhang Er
Translated by June Snow

Reality

One day, or forever, my camera grows many pinholes
overlooking the world as if in a boundless darkroom.
On the shore, sturgeon fish expose their scales

with tightened bodies. The bones spur onto a plate,
separate, and then blare in one tune.

Financial scarlet fever flirts, with silk balls.

A minor official waves a proletarian weight, tearfully,

making underground sentences, lighting a fire.

Poetry, the mine of sliding words after snow, rallies a dump.
Your palms sweat, cooling down the residual social warmth.
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Basement

It smells game everyday. The birds, having left the sky,

craw into the underworld to spread news of death, deforest,

and sermons. They hate each other and fight for the ruling power,
their brows sunken, flickering opportunities for the regime.
Skillfully repeated, people don’t find it mysteriious any more.
Look, the night curtain has put on a metal zipper of anti-erosion.
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Playlet

Having gone through mountains and shores, people return
to the prison of silence. Light enters the shark's belly.

The scarecrow keeps running, for his life, like a busboy swinging
his artificial limbs.

He resists silently, making silence out of wind, spoiling the fields
with fruits.

His traveling legs give him a staggering grace.

Hardly out of the hangover, he pretends and it makes him tearful.

Tracks retire backward, they don’t easily fall into the trap of
Dead Sea.

The train bounces gently, a leap into Mt. Huang or Mt. Hua?
Parting with no known remorse, meeting as if posturing,

an airplane glides through the plains artfully—

Oh, the endless wild fire doesn’t burn out spring ambitions.
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Poem of Change
ToF

In the far black silhouette, social rouge stirs muddy faces.
A small lane bends, the swaying body gets high
and wrapped tight. In another year, time will reverse. And fortune?

An awkward turtle erects its male part upside down in the rock
garden.

Muddy water shadows the abruptness of sighs. The rocker arm in
slow motion

slowly turns into an endless end of silence,

recording life’s death.

At night, the subway moves forward, with one side westward,
the fall of occasional order means in the confusing perspective

a macaque peach can have a restless turbulence of heart,
and people call that a kiwi fruit.

* kiwi and “strange” are homophones in Chinese.
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Poem of Mask

Wind freezes,
then shuttles
in a narrowed lane of a small park.
Golden leaves roll up an old
architecture by one sloping layer,

winding forward along an imaginary space curve.

In the commuting hours after work

are the bare bodies of kapok trees and magnolia.
Buses tail smoke bombs on the bright asphalt.
Old people wear raincoats, astride faded zebra.

Women hold white flags, children paper clips,
nervously walking up down

up

down!

Up and down with one mind. Supermarkets spin empty
with extreme tacit

in the limited ethics, of a naturally super fresh air.

Every day is an advance! moving forward

to the untouchable lightness.

The rolling gate is pasted with white documents,

black ink dried calmly.

The man with a mask hangs out his boots, as if entering
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ano-man’s land, resting,

while the vacuum evaporates his frightful and virtue “air”,

and this is— as poetic as ever!

Zhang Er, poet, publisher and curator, was born in Anhui
Province in 1976, currently residing in Shenzhen, China. He has
initiated and organized several poetry projects. He was chief
editor of the independent journal “Poetry Forest” from 2009 to
2011 and published eighteen issues. In 2012 he started a new
magazine, “The Land”, which has integrated novels, essays,
movie and music reviews, and other contemporary multicultural

elements into poetry. He has published a collection of poem

entitled “No Man's Land”.
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Poets Translating Each Other - Zhou Yan & Eleanor Goodman

Zhou Yan”’s Poems translated by Eleanor Goodman

Time of Celestial Bodies

When I use another’s eyes to look at you, I cannot see you.
And when I use myself to look at you, I can see nothing but
SOITOW.

The peapods grow fat—in those moments I’ve never existed.

The summer pulls a singing nerve out of curled up petals
yet the sun still beats on the earth—

crumble it to pieces, squeeze out its citrus bitterness—
the spectrum of red blood cells—every dried up pellet—
rub your palms together—until your hands

are pierced by the bells of many mountains

in a gathered-up two-eared vase

all the flames sleep peacefully

99



H R B&
— I DRSO SRR FFIE, 1953)

IR fE— s b
£ ARV S R
Iz 22T, AERFIIE A
— AL AR NI A LS

WEHAIXAT? BRI
R, RN 5
ERUREE YN WSS i)
K, BEAFRATHIE SR ?

HUA fAEATR T 5
e AT RITE S
B E AT RE A I E
FHIEARATIAE T SR 2

XA B2 T T
D EIESSEIN
BIEHAN, A
FEAATT IR PR R 2R

ARIRE LA

N ELEZE A A5
FEAATTRINZ B2
FEAATTR AN A ?

100

B NBEATFEEH
MANZ il O EATH &
B NRTA T TR ISR
SRS e IR FF) B R

#iF SLRTIE ISR A2
NIRRT B, TG R ARTH K
HKiE, AR
WK T AT

HARA A T AT B KAy
R A E A A f A
fEAEdET, KIEA R R
AT, WA EERIE

101



The Miracle of Nature
—on René Magritte’s painting “The Miracle of Nature,” 1953

They sit on a rock

in front of where the obstructed waves are dispersed into an
endless

pile of clouds, on the blue of the ocean

a sailboat comes into sight

Who is sailing this boat? There are no traveler’s
spirit boats, from what world
did it pass through Bermuda or some reclusive

ocean, to enter into our world?

There is only fish and our world

are the fish aware of the world

or are they aware of fish the way that humans
are aware that they’re in the world?

This question has already been pondered
by those porcelain people

candle people, mud people

in their forests and under the sky

But do you really believe
that people can ponder humans and the world

while in their human bodies?
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In their human lives?

No one else is as free as we are

swimming out from others to become ourselves

no one else has peeled back the darkness like we have
to weave together skins of radiant fish scales

Rip open prehistoric unrecorded memory
like a lighthouse, facing the route-dissolving
ocean, not waving flags

and putting out lamps

Nature doesn’t correspond to our great miracles
togetherness and mythology make fishmen evolve
living in the ocean, the ocean isn’t salty

it’s white clouds, with no taste of weight
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Alfred, Lord Tennyson
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Meditations on an Apple

L earth in earth.....
Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Look, how lovely!

This apple is green, this one turned red

there, the leaves light up

that place that twinkles like rubies

a cage of silver threads opens, dawn weaves its way out
pursuing the cold of the absconding outer space blue
leaning on the cloudbuds, the warmth of the light
plastic-white,* at this moment, a solidified heart
fingers teased by the sliding wind
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in the dazzling quiver of the bow
a silver eagle stills the sky

Yet the wind is still the dove’s morning work

half is shadow half is the mist’s meadow

filled with fallen apples

some are plump, some have rotted brown

and on twigs, a concerto of bright red flows

life claims a residence

separating the spirit and the soul

the light and clear rise up, the heavy and deep settle

in the constant flow of colors rubbing against each other
birth faces the transparency of nothingness and the darkness of
completeness

these two abysses will isolate the earth between them

Someday you must die.

every incarnation will give birth and die.

This earliest wisdom

was revealed by the matching gaze

of an apple gazed at in the palm

so she held his hand

and took this human time born in the midst of sudden pain
and threw it into his embrace

besides love, how can you hold this swaddled in death life?
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So the world is covered in dust

in the dust tower palaces of mirages

on the hillsides, in orchards, strings, song and dance and poetry
melodrama after melodrama performed by spirits and people
elements belonging to material substance

the rational but undesired are put into Pandora’s box

the whole order is taken as an even greater desire

given as a gift, the domain of the world and the heart

expands for the soul’s imagination and perfection

Yet from the orchard before the world became the world
transplanted apples glimmer with a kind of sheen

a kind of beauty, an unwise beauty that puts men to sleep
abandoning choosing and possession of the world

in the dust, the world wakes up

but you and she fall asleep in the birdcalls

the shadow of an eyelash sweeps past the round lens of a smile
in the sourness and sweetness of the body

the vastness becomes all echoes

a void like a painful strand of palpitation

Poets carry with them a strand of pain

seeking the keenest, most fitting gentleness

like a shadow separating light, waves peeling open movement
he walks on the ground, the Earth is heavy

the globe is a weighty star

its orbit is the universe’s gracefulness

an apple lies on the earth, facing the dirt’s whispers
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not many people saw it drop
the heaviness of things

Bang on the earth, bang—a stopped soundtrack
speed’s shadow erases all traces of a line of sight
this is our heaviness, realizing an unfamiliar us
sending out an oppressive strike on the earth
pinned by gravity to a specific place

finitude and insomnia permeates life with dust
day after day of dust shifting

ashes turn colder and colder, the sacrificial altar
thirsts to be washed with blood

the wild growth of thoughts among the dilapidation
expels the wanderers and dancers

But in the valley of clouds the blue ridge’s reflected
light comes with shadows to visit at your windows
you sit inside with that old man

facing a container of milk, a baguette

a crystal bottle half-filled with water and a few apples
as if the warmth of the colors and the coldness of the light
could coalesce into a world

its sourness and sweetness, succulence and hardness
as if the indignation of your pubic bones

and the desolation of the crown of his head

in the midst of language and image
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could imprint the existence of a human shape

Outside, inside the borders of the mountains’ green
an orchard is overgrown with light

a girl climbs a ladder

her arms wing the colors

she turns back to your window and cries:

“This apple is so sweet,

I’'m going to pick one for you.”

On the easel you wipe off the last stroke

of the apple’s light

but the light of the whole orchard and the apple of truth
is between you and her mouth

The assembled souls that are revealed bit by bit

listen respectfully to discussions between the earthworms and the
stars

stifled sighs, regret and the last longings

life reverts to life

in the Earth’s wood stove

listen, the night tides are listening to the flames inside the stove
urging the morning and evening stars along on their paths

Yan Zhou was born in China and currently lives in Toronto. A poet,
translator and art curator, she has published translations of Rilke, Ezra
Pound, Al Purdy, Roo Borson, Li-Young Lee and many others. She is now
working on a translation of the Pulitzer Prize winner Sharon Olds' Stag’s

Leap and the selected works of Elizabeth Bishop.
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Eleanor Goodman’s Poems translated by Zhou Yan

OMA’S TESTAMENT

When I lost my eyes,

I learned vision is a passage

of billowed silkscreens

covering the thousand doors to truth.

When I lost my friends to the war,
I saw we never loved

ourselves enough, fearing

the judgments of strangers.

When I lost two tongues

to a new country,

I wondered what man

had ever been convinced by my words.

When I lost my children

because it hurt them

to see me, I knew

they had grown strong without me.

When I lost the will to eat,
I was glad.

When my bones loosened,
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I could not see, could not speak,
there was no one. So this life asks nothing

of the dead, and the dead ask nothing of it.
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DRESSING

Years after the burden

of two babies

my mother gives her nakedness
asa gifi—

a porcelain statuette,
not statuesque, but

matronly, a Mayan
idol—her single breast is a white teardrop

on her belly. Flesh-shadows
and faded hair, spidered stretchmarks

she blames on me,

jokingly. To have this figure
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after what she’s been through
is no disgrace, someone might say,

and she does. Even a daughter is an intruder.

Her body like her love

too easily overwhelms us.
I watch her

appraise me—

we have the same bones—

a warning of what will come

from puttering

in an empty house, nowhere to go
and no way to fight

the body’s slow disintegration.
The old desire

to disagree is gone.
Now what is left—her, this

flesh, my hands
helping her into her slip.
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On Vacation in Vermont, My Father Foresees His Death

He brings me a will scribbled on yellow legal paper.
Blood prophesy runs in the family—

in glooms of tea leaves

he sees himself swerve,

a child or an animal

in the road.

on the way to the KarmeCholing

A lone crow calling

after dark when daybirds

have no business being awake,
the graveyard on the hillside

overgrown.

Protective by instinct and duty,
tonight fear radiates from his body,
it infects the air,

and he wants to go inside to the light.

don t let your sister take the house
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The moon is an unmoored eye.

Parasites feed on his marrow.

crow crow crow
It comes at night,
with the charcoal of snores

from his room,

steady, stopping, steady again
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Mangosteen

It must be the same, the peel unyielding and dark like cracked
leather, the flesh musky, unpleasant, with a whiff of iodine or dry
stone. The word doesn’t say it. In a book of love poems someone
else wrote, a drop of acid eats through the page to the past, to
that young teacher, two years before—Jolene, she called herself
then. She laughed when I tried it and the taste burned on my
tongue. Mangosteen, richer than persimmon or wet-eyed longyan,
rarer than jinfoshou, the bitter Golden Hand of the Buddha. A
study of tongues, a lesson: heat, market, barter, eat. Speak, touch,
taste. And that poet, did his lover give it to him, the one he met in
a bath in Beijing, fine-boned with delicate hands? Fruit and tea in
the morning, after dark, after dancing. Context is all. The word
arrives like the friend of a friend I’m putting up for the night. The
tongue’s memory fails, one of the body’s countless betrayals. But
I remember the taste isn’t like mango, tropical but never “peach
and pineapple” as Webster’s has it. She called it shanzhuguo, a
naming, while whole other worlds went unspoken. Is this what
we mean when we say the meaning of things?
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Eleanor Goodman is a writer and a translator from Chinese. Her work
appears in journals such as PN Review, Chutzpah X 7, Pleiades, Cha, and
The Best American Poetry website. She is a Research Associate at the
Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at Harvard University, and this year she
will be a Visiting Scholar at Beijing University on a Fulbright Fellowship.
Her book of translations, The Selected Poems of Wang Xiaoni, is

forthcoming from Zephyr Press.
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LinZi is a Chinese poet |iving Henan province of China.

Her work was introduced in Vol 2 of this journal.
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INTERVIEW WITH DUNYA MIKHAIL
BY MING Di

10. I"d like to ask you 10 questions in backward order if I may.
What’s your new book about?

My new book is going to be out this year in Arabic from
Mesopotamia Press in Baghdad and then next year in English
from New Directions.

9. Your first book was very “political”, so to speak, about wars in
Iraq. But it has a very ironic tone and a sense of humor that’s rare
in women poets’ writing. I always get into debate with poets in
China on how much poets should be concerned about social and
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political issues and how we deal with the topics in our writing.
I’d like to hear your opinions on it.

I don’t know if my poetry is really “political.” Like other poets, I
respond to politics or poli-tricks with images, stories, and other
tools of art. Living in Iraq for some 30 years, however, politics
interfered in my life to the extent that I could not ignore it. The
governments in the Arab world do not deal with the published
word as “opinion” but as a “performance” with consequences.
The words have such heavy weight that may end your life in
some cases or send you far away from your birthplace. You move
looking back to the familiar city which will soon leave you, like
Eurydice. The “here” and “there” get mixed in your memory and
consciousness. You move making drifts; you touch your loss but
you put it aside getting busy with what you just found.

8. How do you feel being a “woman”?

I don’t really know if I have a particular feeling being a woman.
However, there were some times of my life where being a
“woman” gave me a particular feeling. The time when my
mother told me that they wanted a boy as their first child but then
(after having four boys after me) I was “the most special.” The
time when Iraqi officials told me that I could not go to America
for study (despite my admission paper) because “during the time
of war, women cannot leave the country to study.” The time
when I needed a “mahram” or “male shaperon” to accompany

me if [ were to leave the country.
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7. Do you conceive your poems in Arabic or English?

I write first in Arabic and then think of how they would be in
English. After writing from right to left, I try them from left to
right. Sometimes some lines come in English first. The second or
third language helps you with your first. You become more
sensitive towards it, you start to think of it rather than doing it

automatically.

6. What’s “lost” when your poems are translated into English?
What’s the most interesting feature of your Arabic writing that
you see as a 3rd person reader (or do you ever look at your
poems from a 3rd person perspective?)

What’s lost in translation is not a matter of my poetry but the
matter of language itself. For example, the adverb is stronger in
Arabic than in English. We can put a marker (tanwiin) at the end
of a noun to make it adverb so I sometimes play with that using
words that are not adjectives and not words that are used usually
as adverbs manipulating that marker at the end. That sometimes
does not work in English. At the same time, you don’t always
lose in translation. The new language offers you its own features
as well so you actually gain sometimes.

5. You’ve published quite a few books of poetry, which is your
favorite and why?
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“The War works Hard” represents me the most. But I am always
excited about the last poem I write as if I carry an important
secret that I can’t wait to tell.

4. How is your poetry received in Iraq? Have you been back to
Iraq and why? How do you keep in contact with the poets and
poetry in your native land?

The Iraqi media has described my poetry as “innovative” but
“subversive.”

I didn’t return to Iraq since I left in 1995. I don’t feel that there is
an actual Iraq to return to. It sounds like a dream to me and I
woke up. Do you think that I can see the same dream if I go back
to sleep?

3. How was your life in Iraq? Please tell me about your
childhood and your growing up in Iraq. Did you have, generally
speaking, more freedom than people in Iran? What’s your
religious belief if any?

My book “Diary of A Wave Outside the Sea” may answer this
question. My first experience with literature happened on the
roof of my childhood’s home in Baghdad where we would sleep
at summer nights. My grandmother used to tell me animals fables
which fascinated me. I asked her for a book of those fables, for I
wanted to read them myself and see pictures, but she kept telling
me that she didn’t have the book, and that they were “just stories
told from generation to generation.” But in the morning when the
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sun and some flies woke me up, I went down stairs to my
notebook and started to write those fables my own way, and I
illustrated them. My first real poem was written when I was
about twelve years old on a ship on the Tigris River with family
and relatives. My cousin, who was standing there with me, made
a paper boat from that poem and threw it into the river. We
enjoyed watching it drift away. In secondary school, I started to
think of myself as a poet. I was giving some of my poems as gifts
to friends for birthdays and other occasions. In classroom, we
would hear the war sirens and the windows would be shaking
with sounds of airplanes. The teachers, however, would continue
their lessons. War was the norm in Iraq and peace was the
exception. My family is Christian. My mother never misses the
Sunday mass whether in Iraq or here in America. I believe in
poetry the same way that my mother believes in the Bible.

2. How is your life in Michigan? Or how different is it from a

regular immigrant from Asia?

When 1 first arrived at Detroit (in 1996), I found the town cold
and industrial. Baghdad (where I came from) was hot in terms of
weather, poetry, and cultural debates with tea of cardamom. O
well, sometimes it was burning with too much wars. Gradually, I
discovered the warm corners in the bookstores’ cafes in Detroit
where 1 could write and drink my new drink (the mocha). I
started to relate to my new town when I was able to go back to
my writing. Poetry is able to turn any place into home for me.
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1. You’ve been very successful, published by the New Directions
and invited to international poetry festivals... Have you
imagined how you would live if none of these had happened?
What would you be doing now?

I would be probably doing the same things and writing same
poems. Being published, however, by New Directions is so much
of good luck. I am happy to know the people there, they are the
best.§

Dunya Mikhail was born in Iraq and moved to USA in late 1990s. After
meeting her at the 2012 International Poetry Festival at Medellin, Columbia,
the interview was doen through email. For further information about the
Dunya Mikhail, please visit her personal website: www.dunyamikhail.com
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2012 DJS POETRY BOOK AWARD SERIES

Winners of the First Poetry Book Award
Xu Yue: Prelude
ISBN: 978-1-59709-800-7

Wang Dongdong: The Empty Chair
ISBN: 978-1-59709-801-4

Yuan Yongping: Private Life
ISBN: 978-1-59709-802-1
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Winners of the Second Poetry Book Award
Qing Ping: Between Words
ISBN: 978-1-59709-803-8

Winner of the Poetry Book Award
Gu Gang: Earthly Burdens: Selected Poetry 1987-2011
ISBN: 978-1-59709-804-5

Published in August 2012 by DJS Books, an imprint of
Red Hen Press/USA
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DJS Translation Award for 2012

The winnders of the DJS Translation Award for 2012 were the
following individuals whose new translations of Chinese poetry
have formed a significant part of “New Cathay: Contemporary
Chinese Poetry 1990-2012” (published by Tupelo Press in 2013):

Nick Admussen (for translation of Ya Shi)

Christopher Lupke (for translation of Xiao Kaiyu)

Jonathan Stalling (for translation of Zheng Xiaoqiong)

Katie Farris (for co-translation of Duo Duo, Liao Yiwu, Zhang
Shuguang, Feng Yan, and Hu Xudong)

Afaa Weaver (for co-translation of Sun Wenbo and Jiang Hao)
Tony Barnstone (for co-translation of Jiang Tao, Hu Xudong and
Li Shumin)

Kerry Shawn Keys (for co-translation of Song Lin)

Eleanor Goodman (for co-translation of Bai Hua)

Jennifer Kronovet (for co-translation of Wang Xiaoni and Lan
Lan)

Elizabeth Reitzell (for co-translation of Sun Wenbo)

Cody Reese (for co-translation of Hu Xudong)

The above translators shared the Award in 2012 for their

extraordinary work.

DIJS Translation Award was established in 2010 by DJS Art
Foundation, a private entity, to promote literary exchange
between China and other countries and to encourage quality
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translation of poetry. In the first three years the awards will be
given to the translators for producing the best translation of
Chinese contemporary poetry into other languages and thereafter
will include all poetry translations. For more information, please
visit the DJS pages on the website of Poetry East West:
http://poetryeastwest.com/djs-translation-award/

DJS and Poetry East West (PEW) are two separate entities sharing
one website. DJS is not above PEW but in parallel structure. DJS
covers a broader area including but not limited to facilitating
exchange programs, promoting Chinese poetry in other countries

and publishing poetry books while PEW focuses on the journal.
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